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H 4622.1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2361

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Children & Famly Services (originally
sponsored by Representatives Kagi, O Brien, Kenney, Wod, Dickerson
Schual - Berke, Boldt, Mrrell and Darneille)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to visitation for children in foster care; adding
a new section to chapter 13.34 RCW and creating new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that contact between
children in foster care and their biological famlies is an inportant
conponent of the well-being and successful devel opnent of children
Visitation can help to alleviate the fears and anxieties that many
children in foster care experience, and thereby can inprove relations
and interactions between the children and both their foster and
bi ol ogi cal famlies. Visitation can also inprove the |ikelihood of
successful, lasting reunifications by providing the framework for the
devel opment of appropriate parent-child relationships.

In all cases, the best interest of the child shall be the primary
concern in planning visitation with famlies. Wen planning visitation
with famlies, appropriate levels of visitation should be determ ned
for each famly, taking into consideration their i ndi vi dual
ci rcunst ances, including parental followthrough and the parent-child
bond, anong other factors, and consistent with the health, safety, and

p. 1 SHB 2361



w N

©O© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22

wel fare of the child. Under no circunstances should visitation be used
as a sanction for a parent's failure to engage in other court-ordered
servi ces.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment of social and health services shall develop
consi stent policies and protocols, based on current rel evant research,
concerning visitation for children in foster care to be inplenented
consi stently throughout the state. The departnent shall develop the
policies and protocols in consultation with researchers in the field,
comuni ty- based agenci es, court-appoi nted special advocates, and court
representatives. The policies and protocols shall include, but not be
[imted to: The structure and quality of visitations; and training for
caseworkers, visitation supervisors, and foster parents related to
vi sitation.

The policies and protocols shall be consistent with the provisions
of this chapter and inplenentation of the policies and protocols shal
be consistent with relevant orders of the court.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnent of social and health services
shal|l report on the policies and protocols required under section 2 of
this act to the appropriate conmttees of the legislature by January 1,
2005.

~-- END ---
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